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bo observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
‘ntegrity of the official records. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—22371 Director. 


— 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


day 6, 1913. 


BEVORAMIS fer the Director. 


ollowing 14 the report of setivities fer Tsllowetene Sutioml “ark for 
the month of April 19.4: 


Qeather Conditions. the weather eas very faverable during the fere cart 
ef the month and the gnow aroumi headquarters disappeared rapidly. “arn days 
prevailed until about april 20 but during the latter part of the month the 
weather was unsettle? end there wee considerable pracioitetion. ‘the maximus 

‘wre for April was 67° on the 15th and Ifth and the mininum temperature 
2° on the 1th. The tetal precipitation far the month way 1.92 inches. There 
was « total of & clear days, 10 certiy cloudy, and ic elowiy days during the 
month, By the end of April there were only = fow snceurifte around “asmoth. 


Ssew depths threugheuwt the park diuisished rapidly and by the end of the 
month snow depths were recorded as follows: Lake Sanger Otution, 55 inches; 
ld Faithful, 27 inches; “est “sllowstone, 1 inches; “wlletin, & inches. 


ja} Agtivities. Superintendent Kogers returned from the “srk ‘ospital 
: prii 2, follewing an operation perforaad fer harnia. However, 
he did nek return to actual duty until april le. “e made no tripe outside the 
park dering the month. Assistant Superintendent Sesert departed on April 6 fer 
Het Sorings Hetional Park to take evar the euperintendency of that aren. So re- 
ported for duty there am April 15. {re Smwert's vosition in the Tsllowstons iz 
to be filled by the trunefer of fred *. Johnston, Acting segional Direster, 
Kegien “ne, who ie te recert about the aiddie of “ay. 


While our enow crews have started cut during the peat several years la 
Wareh and April to cleur the rends of snow, it is net contemplated to atart the 
plows out this year until May 5, due to deersased operating funds, shortage of 
perecomel, difficulty in seeuring lsbor and the prospects of a creatly reduced 
trevel. ‘Travel to the park is not being encouraged this year bet the cark will 
be cpen to take onre of euch visitors es might be able te reach here. 


Arrangements for read openings call fer permitting trevel betwee: the nerth 
end weet entrances on “ay 10. “hile the Old Yeithful, Lake and Canyon roads 
will be cpen approximately ay 5, June 10 and June io, reupactively, travel is 
not to be permitted to these areas witil May 5, the opening of the Plehing 
season. The east entrance is expected to be open nbout Jum lv, the south en- 
trance about June 25, Continental Sivide, June 26, ani cunraven Paes, June 5U. 
4g no fumie are available for the opening of the Ned Ledge~Covke highway, it 
may be necessary to allow thie road to open of its own accord. 
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None of the hotels or lodges will be operating during the 19.3 season but 
such visitors as might be able to reach the park will be accomodated for meals 
and lodgings at the general stores at Old feithful and Fishing bridge. ‘the 
cafeterias will not be open but it may be necessary to open some of the tourist 
sabine at Old Peithful and Fishing Uridys and the coffee shop at Mammoth may be 
operating. The rallronds do not contemplate bringing passengers to the various 
park gateways but the Porthern Cacific will run a bus from ite main line at 
Livingston to the north entrance at Gardiner. the fellowstons Park Company 
will not operate ite buser during the coming seaeon and travel will, therefore, 
be restricted to persons having their own cars. The cost of meals and lodgings 
at the general stores at Old Faithful and Pishing Sridge will be as follows: 
breakfast, 75¢, lunch and dinner, 41.00 each; single rooms, §1.50 per night, 
and double roans, $2.50 per night. 


fue to an emergency involving a matter of life and death, authority was 
received from the Direator to open the road from Cooke to the B«/; and L-T 
Raneohes, some 12 miles from Cooke, in order to bring out rs. Moors, the mother 
of Mrs. Clarence Linn, wife of the operator of the B-y Hench, who wae very il] 
and not expected to live but a few days, ag well az to heul feed for some 250 
head of starving cattle on the i-T tanch., The plew was started out from Cooke 
om April 1 and reached the L-T Kanch on April 7. \Mre. “Yoors died at 11:00 a.m. 
on April 5 and her body was brought out from the ranch and taken to the mortu- 
ary at Livingston. 


Inspections. A. Us Weiler, in Charge of “1idlife end Mange Management, 
hegicd Teo USS. Yorest Service, Missoula, in April 28. ir. oler ls engaged 
on range study work in the Absaroka “ational Yforeat outside the park and will 
remain in the park until about ‘fay >. 


Slans, map@ and ee hak Sesides ths general offices routine, considerable 
time was spent on proparation of road weintenance siuttle cards. Koad mainten- 


ance progress charts were prepared for each of the major sections designed to 
show at a glance in graphic form the character of construction and status of 
the road to date. 


The organization of the crews for the senson’'s ~aintenance program was 
out lined. 


General “ublicity. fo press releases were sent out from the park during 
the m « 


Road Maintenance. Puring the fore part of the month the weather was fair, 
with Very little precipitation. During the last week rain end snow predominated, 
causing a good many rook and earth slides between Gardiner and Tower Palle. 4% 
two pointes on the Memmoth-Norris road, approximately three miles above “amuoth 
and at one point on the Mammoth to Towr falls road, approximately 1p miles from 
Yennoth, the roads are showing considerable settlement. These points have set- 
tled in previous years, but now seem worse than usual. Soth areas will require 
several hundred yards of embankment to be placed. the Gallatin section has 
probably deteriorated more than any other; heavy traffic and an excess of 
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moisture having caused the surface to break through in numerous places. At 
our request, the Montana Eignway Cepartment reduced the load limit to 4500 
pounds per inch of tire, which has somewhat reduced the damage, but the per- 
manent repair of this eeotion will require the placing of a good deal of base 
COUrEO > 


the snow crews cleared eprroximately 12 niles of road beyond Cooke, the 
work being justified by the emergenoy of the sickness of Mra. Yoore, mother 
of the wife of the owner of the 8, Kanch, and aleo by the shortage of feed 
for aprroximately 250 head of cattle on the L-T Ranch. The snow on this section 
of road averaged approximately 6 feet deep. 


& meintenance crew was placed at fowsr falis on the 19th of April. 


Snow settlement has been unusually fest during the past month, indicating 
& possible saving in the snow removal cost for this year. 


The Park Engineor made o trip to Custer battlefield tational Cometery to 
check over the storm damage caused by iow jambs ani high water on the Little 
Bighorn River. The flood water had caused some srosion of the stream bank near 
the present water intake. It is believed that tha damage can be controlled and 
repaired by the use of a brush mat placed along the damaged seetion. The water 
‘had also osused some damage to the power ling where it crosses the Little Big- 
horn River near Crow Ageney. It was racomeended that this be repaired by plac- 
ing a log crib Pilled with reck aroun the power pole that was damaged. ‘The 
general condition of the roads throughout that area wis good but much of the 
area is in need of a new oll mat. “hile at Custer the Sark sngineer discussed 
with the Custer Superintendent the possibility of a new sewer dispesal figld 
and the possibility of moving the water reservoir location. 


myth adel The general store at “ommoth remained open throughout 
the mon © accommodate Mamzeth residents. ‘here was no criticiem of the 


handling of the point rationing by this operator, instructions in connection 
therewith being furnished by the Yellowstenw “ark Looal Board. 


it was definitely decided that no busws will be operating in the perk this 
summer so thet travel will be confined ontirely to persons having their own 
transportation. 


None of the hoteles or lodges will ve operating this sumer, the only accom- 
modations being available at the general stores xt Old Yeithful and Fishing 
Bridge. It may be necessary to open some of the tourist cabina at these areas 
but definite arrangements will be made following « conference in the park with 
Mr. % W. Nichols, President of the Yellowstone Park Company, sbout Way 10. 


Dr. G. Ae Windsor, the authorised medical officer for the park, left for 
Fairmont, Virginia on April |, due to il] health and will be gone for several 
weeks. It is not contemplated tc open the hoepital in the cark during the com~ 
ing summer. The medical officer has been unable to obtain a resident physician 
for the park so that the medical services will be handled by nurses at Memmoth, 
Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge and Or. Windsor and bis assistant in the ark 
"ospital in Livingston. 
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Cooperating Governmental Agencies. 9 gonstruction work was underway 
during the month. 


Increase or Secrease in Travel, One hundred seventy~one persone antered 
the park during April as compared to 1,669 during the sano month of 19,2. The 
tetel entering for this travel year to date is 6,157, compared with 17,)39 for 
1942, a decrease of 11,302 or 644.5%. 


Fifty-five cars entered the park in April, a6 compared to 63, during the 
same month of 1942. The total cars entering for this travel year to date is 
2,138 as compared with 5,712 for 19.2, a decrease of -3,57, or -52.46). 


Ranger Service. anger work for tne month of April was varied. 


Regular patrols were made during the eurlier part of the month. Snow 
courses and cane observations were made. 


4% headquarters work in the fire cashes wag done by several new members of 
the protection department to acquaint them with the firs tools and equipment. 
The new mon were also alternated in assisting the packmaster condition and re- 
pair saddie and pack equipment. 


4& baste fire protection school for the new personne] was conducted fran 


April 12 to 17. 


Chief senger LaNoue received orders on April 29 to repert to Camp Custer, 
Niehigen on Hay 1; for duty as ‘iret Lieutenant. 


The dead animal counts on the northern winter range wers made during the 
last ten days of the month. 


In addition to field work, work was done in the office on the fire atlas 
and fire weather records by members of the protection department. 


Police Pretection. Mo law enforcenent casea ware held during the month. 


Wildlife Administration. The avnunl spring weeting of the Upper Gallatin 
Conservation comalttes held at the Cinnamon Hanger Station om April 6 and 9 
was attended by ssaletant Chief Hanger ". Leon jvans and District henger orthur 
Jacobson. The Committees recommended that the iontana Fish and Game Commission 
provide for an open elk hunting season from Cotober 15 to December 1 with the 
provision that the eeason be closed after hunters had seoured a kill of from 
450 to 400 elke if this were accomplished befors December 1. 4 kill of this 
size would texe the estimated inerease from the hurd and saintain its size at 
approximately 2000. 


On April 22 Mr. ivans attended « meeting of the “ontang Fish and Game 
Commission st Helena. ‘The purpose of the meeting was to set the big game hunt- 
ing seagone for next fall. The Commission was advised that the Forest Service 
was engaged in evaluating the carrying orasacity of the available winter game 
range outeide the park and that the extent of the winter losses of elk and 
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deer could rot be determined for sbout two weeks. it was ayreed that the 
Coamigsion would consider a recommendation regarding the size of the desired 
hunter'@ kill for next fell and winter made during the "Showeiie" trip scheduled 
for ¥ay 8 and 9 which wuld include representatives from the ageneies and or- 
ganizations concerned with the welfare of the northern Yellowstone elk herd. 


ilk. the movement of elk from the winter range in the Absaroim National 
Forest and the lower portions of the winter range in the park to higher elevae 
tions in the park continued throughout April. set of the elk had lef the 
lower portions of the range by the end of Avril but some remained, including 
approximately 100 seen outside the park during late April. Gnoe receded steond- 
ily fron the winter range, exposing a plentiful supply ef forage in the form 
of cured grasses which had been covered in November of the past winter. The 
fact that the elk and other iarge animels wera oble te secure this abundant 
sured forage before the green grass appeared undoubtedly accounts for the fact 
that the anticipated losses were not excessively high. Mad green grass been 
the first plentiful forage available, the losses would have been quite high. 
The Ventana Fish and Game Oapartment, forest Service and rational Fark Servies 
ecoperated in counting the carcasses of winter-killed game anisale on the win- 
ter range during the period of April 19 to 50. Areas outaide the park accounted 
for 396 elk and 7i; were found inside, saking « total of 872 dead elk found. 
This sount constituted the first effort to accurately end completely cover the 
winter range for the purpose of determining the extent of winter losses. Some 
carcasses ware undoubtedly missed sines it is much more difficult to find all 
carcasses than toe count live animals. it ia realised that logsea will continue 
to eceur om a reduced scale until someting in June, but it was not possible to 
hold the count at a later time. Our experience indicates that it le not practi- 
cable to attempt such an intensive count of dead animals each apring due to the 
large number of man-days required to complete such a project. 


Deer. The winter losees of dver, as Indicated by the nusber of carcasses 
found on the winter range, were determined along with the slk. Areas outside 
the park yielded 173 carcasses, while 253 were found insids, making a total of 
4065. This loss is very heavy and still does not take into account the numerous 
deer killed by coyotes and it is probable that most of thosy that died of natural 
causes early in the winter were also devoured. lt ia estimated that the deer 
herd does not exeeed G00 this spring. 


Buffalo. One large bull which caused considerable troubla to ranchers was 
shot by a Vontana Veputy Gase Yarden near Jig Creek, approximately 25 miles be- 
lew the town of Gardiner. The carcasses of two buffalo were found on the range 
outside the park and twelve live animals were seen cutside during the count of 
dead animals. All others had apparently returned to the parce 


By April 7 only eleven buffalo remained on the feading grounds at Lamar so 
feeding wae discontinued on that date. During the balance of April the herd was 
generally scattered between Lamar and Yellroaring. ‘The first calves were ob- 
served on the 2lst, but it is possible that they appeared earlier. 


Antelope. *or more than two months during the most severe part of the 
winter practically all of the antelope stayed outside the park but they began 
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moving back into the park during late “arch. Your were observed above the 
Lamar Station on April 16 and a week later 26 were counted butween Lamar Canyon 
and Soda Sutte. Only 56 carcasses of antelops ware counted but as in the case 
of deer, this figure is probably far short of the actual total lose. 


Fish Culture. A tentative fieh planting plan for the coming season has 
been prepared but cannot be completed until the Pieh and “ilalifo Sarviee de- 
cides on the extant of the operations to be carried on this summer et Yellow- 
stone Lake. That jervice has advised thet ths hatchery at Grebe Lake will not 
be operated this year. “re “illiem Dunn, Superintendent of the Lake Uatchery, 
visited Trout Lake in the Seda Sutte aroa on Aoril 13 to deternine how soon it 
would be possible to commence operations there. o fish have been planted thus 
fear this season. 


Redent Control. The control of ground squirrels suggested by the Publie 
Health Cervice was carricd on only in the “ammoth area during April. A total 
of 355 of these rodents was disposed ef. it is plammed to continue these con- 
trol measures around inhabited areas if « supply of .22 amounitlon can be se- 
_ cured. 


Forest Tire frotection. Jensral. The first part af the month wae devoted 
to preparation, planning and instruction of the besic building and forast fire 
protection school held April l2 to 17. Information on foad requirements neces- 
sary for fire guards and fire contrel was assembled and submitted. A Celebs 
work program for e five month period wae prepared. 


Wildlife Protection. The monthly meeting of the Livingston ged and oun 
Club Was attended April 15 by Mesers. Joffe, Jarrows, jvans, Jilliott and Chapman. 
This club is vitally interested in the northern Yellowstone alk vroblem. 


Forest Fire Protection. Swuventeen members of the protection division and 
one from the mituraliet division were trainees at the building and forest fire 
sehool held April 12 to 17, while 33 other employses participated in one day 
of instruction. Sight District and Assiatant Chief Hangers served as inetrue= 
tors and attended most of tha classes in addition to their teechins duties. 


rom April 6 to 34, exeept during tha fire achool, there were one to three 
rangere working in the fire cache at Mammoth, servicing fire teels, sassenbling 
stampede pecks and replacing equipment that will [reese in the standard unite. 
The stampede packs are being standardised into three separate units, one for 
the crew leader, another for the readion@n and the thitd for the firefighters. 


The meeting of the Park County “ire Control Board held in Livingston was 
attended on April 21 by Chief Hanger Laloue and Assistant Chiaf sanger Uerrows. 
The problem of obtaining fira fighters for Yellowstone National lark when the 
need arises was thoroughly discussed and full sooperation of the local F.?.F.c. 
and rurel organizations was agsured by the board members. The local Js 5+ am- 


ployment Office at Livingston will act es a coordinating center for fire fighters 
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fron other partes of the atate and will mobilize at Yellowstone's rayuest, pro- 
viding this plan ie approved by the ‘tate Ouployment Office, As goon as fire 
fighting wage rates are established, contracts and other information will be 
distributed to all UV. 5. smployment Survice Offices from whom we may request 
manpower. 


“iseellaneous. The regular monthly meeting of the Federal Gaployees Union 
No. 165 was held in the canteen on April 5. 


A meeting with the Yellowstone Park Hatiening Soard, in #hich the departe- 
ment heads participated, was held in tha Superintendent's Office on April 2. 


& wire was reevived om April <2 advising thet the C.P.S. Camp centemplated 
for the Yellowstone was not to be assigned to thie area. 
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